
Period One: 1491-1607

Labor, Slavery, and Caste in the Spanish Colonial 
System and Cultural Interactions Between Europeans, 

Native Americans, and Africans



Learning Target:
Students will analyze the causation of labor systems and 
cultural interactions of Europeans, Native Americans, and 
Africans

http://res.publicdomainfiles.com/pdf_view/142/13976152827530.jpg


Warm UP
Think about Colonization of the Americas.  Answer these two 
questions in your binders/notebooks:

1.  Was it possible for the Europeans to effect a respectful 
colonization of the Americas, in which the Native people 
were content with the arrangement and feel that their 
needs were full considered?  If so, how?

2. Do you think that colonization is itself inherently 
exploitative? Why or why not?
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1.  Was it possible for the Europeans to effect a respectful 
colonization of the Americas, in which the Native people 
were content with the arrangement and feel that their 
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My thoughts:  I do not believe it is possible for the 
Europeans to be respectful.  They seemed to be enter into 
colonization with the idea they were entering a world that 
was inhabited by savages, and was Europe's for the taking.  
So it is no surprise that I also believe it is exploitive 
because of the methods used to colonize physically but also 
culturally and economically.



The Spanish Empire and cAste System
Key points for Review:Record these in your binder/notebook

-Spain was the ultimate colonial power in the Americas in 
the 1600’s and 1700’s.

-A caste system quickly developed which put white Europeans 
at the top and people of color at the bottom.

-Resulted in essentially creating slaves of the Native 
People

-Natives enslaved as part of the Encomienda system

-Natives provided labor for protection by Spanish



The Spanish Empire and CAste System
Now read this summary of the Spanish Empire and then take 
the attached quiz.  Good luck!!!

Summary Article

Quiz

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/precontact-and-early-colonial-era/spanish-colonization/a/spanish-empire-lesson-summary
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/precontact-and-early-colonial-era/spanish-colonization/e/the-spanish-empire


Comparing Cultures
Watch this short video comparing the cultures of the 
Europeans and the Native Americans.  You should take notes 
in your binders/notebooks as you watch the video.

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-us-history/period-1/cultural-interactions-between-europeans-native-americans-and-africans/v/comparing-european-and-native-american-cultures
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Interview_of_Samoset_with_the_Pilgrims.jpg


Essay Prep and practice
Prompt:What were three effects of the cultural interactions 
of people from the Old and New Worlds?

Now take a few minutes to record, in your binders and 
notebooks, possible answer to this prompt.  Make sure your 
effects are based on historical concepts of developments.  
You need to also explain how that is an effect of the 
interaction.  You are only prepping for the essay, not 
writing the whole essay.

-an example could be enslavement of Africans:  How is 
this an effect of the cultural interaction?





APUSH: 
Lesson #1: April 6th 

Learning Target: The student will explain causes of 
the Columbian Exchange and its effect on Europe 

and the Americas during the period after 1492. 



Warm Up
1. Review: What is the “Old World” and 

what is the “New World?”
2. Does any of this data surprise you?
3. Connect this chart to something you 

have learned about over the past year. 



Lesson Activity Part 1- Analysis of Textual and Non-Textual Secondary Sources  

1. Read the Introduction to the article “The 
Columbian Exchange: A History of 
Disease, Food, and Ideas.” (Page 2- 4 on 
the attached PDF, CLICK HERE)

2. Read ONE additional section of the article. 
You do NOT need to read the entire article 
to complete this lesson.

a. You may choose from The Spread of 
Disease from the Old World to the New, 
Syphilis: A New World Disease? Staple 
Crops, Capsicum Peppers, Tomatoes, 
Cacao, Vanilla, Tobacco, Coca, Sugar 
Cane, Quinine, Rubber OR Forced and 
Involuntary Migrations to the Americas

3. Read and analyze the four charts below.

 

Nunn, Nathan and Nancy Qian. “The Columbian Exchange: A 
History of Disease, Food, and Ideas.” The Journal of Economic 
Perspectives 24 no. 2 (Spring 2010): 163-188.

https://web.viu.ca/davies/H131/ColumbianExchange.pdf










Lesson Activity Part 2- Writing Prompt

3. Answer the following Short Answer Question (SAQ) prompt: 

a. Summarize the author’s thesis. 
b. Analyze ONE piece of textual evidence the authors used to support their argument.
c. Analyze ONE piece of data the authors used to support their argument. 



Additional Unit 1 Practice- American History Textbook 
Review Videos:
 
CLICK HERE to watch a review video for Chapter 1: Colliding Worlds 

CLICK HERE to watch a review video for  Chapter 2: American Experiments 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OG7CemhSizw&list=PLlair5BOIPJb3ssG437dZYH3_YbY-ssBD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nSwHrZBvK1o&list=PLlair5BOIPJb3ssG437dZYH3_YbY-ssBD&index=2


Additional Unit 1 Practice- Define and Review Key Terms 

Chapter 1
1. Maize 
2. Aztec Empire 
3. Incan Empire 
4. Mississippi River Valley Civilization 
5. Eastern Woodlands Tribes 
6. Iroquois Confederacy
7. The Anishinabe  
8. Plains Indians 
9. Pueblo

10. Pacific Coastal Tribes 
11. Animism 
12. Prince Henry of Portugal 
13. Astrolabe 
14. Caravel 
15. The “3 G’s” 
16. Christopher Columbus
17. Juan Ponce De Leon  
18. Hernan Cortez 
19. Francisco Pizarro 
20. Pedro Carbral 

Chapter 2 
1. New Spain
2. Encomienda 
3. Mestizo 
4. Mulatto 
5. Zambo
6. Casta System
7. Spanish Mission System 
8. Bartolome de Las Casas
9. Spanish Silver Mines 

10. Columbian Exchange 
11. Plantations
12. Mercantilism 



Reflection
Do you think the changes caused the Columbian Exchange were inevitable? Explain why or why 
not?

Should the United States celebrate Columbus Day?


